
 

Press Release 
 

 
Henry County Schools   

33 N. Zack Hinton Parkway, McDonough, GA  30253 
 

 

Submission Date: February 28, 2014 
 

Release Date:  For Immediate Release 
 

Contact: J.D. Hardin, 770-957-5107 ext. 608, john.hardin@henry.k12.ga.us 

(Release # 0042-02-14) 
 

Charter-ing a New Course at Hampton Elementary Charter School 
School becomes second conversion charter school in Henry County School System 

 
HENRY COUNTY, GA – In referencing their tagline “Full STEAM Ahead,” one would quickly see 
the Hampton Elementary conversion charter train has been moving towards a goal of 
recognition and approval by the State Board of Education over the past few years. 
 
They finally reached their destination this winter after gaining the stamp of approval from both 
the Henry County and State Boards of Education.  However, the steam has not dissipated in the 
least since crossing the latest achievement marker.  This is just the beginning of their journey. 
 
Principal Dr. Debbie Collins is the proud conductor guiding this school’s educational engine.  
She knows through this new charter that Hampton Elementary will be able to take off and cover 
more ground for the educational betterment of her students and staff.  
 
STEAM is the popular acronym translating to science, technology, engineering, arts, and 
mathematics.  Each component represents an area of strong importance and focus for today’s 
educational setting.  Part of that same educational setting has many educators looking to 
explore and expand techniques to help make a greater impact on student achievement.  That is 
where the charter component enters the picture.   
 
A charter school is one that enters into an agreement with an educational board or authority to 
reach certain achievement levels in exchange for flexibility in various aspects of the school’s 
operation.  Many charter schools are brand new schools, but several traditional schools are 
making the switch and becoming conversion charter schools.  Hampton Elementary is the 
second such school to make the transition in the Henry County School System. 
 
Just like the first conversion charter school in the district, Hampton Elementary Charter School 
will still remain a part of the Henry County School System, and attendance lines will not change. 
The students of the community and school zone are already proving they are up to the task of 
the increased expectations as well.   
 
The plan for the school’s new focus started small in the first year of the three-year process.  It 
first took a committed effort from the teachers and staff of the school to make things possible. 
 
“We started by adding additional fine arts classes to the schedule with our upper grades,” said 
Collins.  
 
After just the first year of exploration, the results were hard to ignore. 
 
(MORE) 
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“At the end of that year, the students who participated in the extra classes not only outscored 
their peers on the CRCT at HES but also their peers in Henry County, so we knew we were on 
to something.”   
 
The journey had started, and there was no looking back – and for good reason.  
 
“The next year, we added a STEAM class once a week, and again our CRCT scores rocketed. 
This school year, we added STEAM classes twice a week and applied for the charter knowing 
that we are on the right path for the students that we serve.” 
 
Along the way, excitement for the movement to a redesigned school was gained by showcasing 
the efforts and ultimate goal to the community.  Community input is crucial, and the energy was 
multiplied each time the ideas were shared with local government, community members, and 
families with kids already at the school. 
 
What child or school community member would not be excited about the new classes that are 
being introduced to this long-standing school?  There are more high-impact classes on the way. 
 
Cosmetology, science labs, computer skills, engineering, robotics, dance, percussion, chorus, 
advanced art, problem-solving, horticulture, and creative stitchery are just a few of the examples 
of new classes that will provide STEAM Stations and project-based learning for students. 
 
The school is looking forward to moving further down the tracks to success for current and 
future students.  It all started with a desire to search for more for the students of this anchor 
school in Henry County. One milestone has been achieved and several more are on the way. 
 
For more information on Hampton Elementary Charter School, visit www.henry.k12.ga.us/he.    
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